- WIRELESS MAN OF

TITANIC DESCRIBES

'WRECK

OF VESSEL

Says Ship’s Apparatus Was Out of Otder
a Few Hours Before Being Hit
by Iceberg.

NEW YORK, April 19.—In a copyrighted article the New York Times
today, prints the following interview by Harold Bride, the surviving wire-

less operator of the Titanlc:

“In the first place, the public should not blame anybody because more
wireless messages about the disasthr to the Titanic did not reach shore

from the Carpathia.

I positlvely refused to send press dispatches be-

cause the bulk of personal messages with touching words of grief was so

large.
And they were wretched operators.

The wireless operators aboard the Chester got all they asked for.

“They knew American Morse but not Continental Morse sufficlently
to be worth whild. They taxed our endurance to the limit. !

“I had to cut them out at last they were so insufferably slow, and go
ahead with our messages of grief to relatives. We sent 119 personal mes-

sages today, and fifty yesterday,

“When I was dragged aboard the Carpathia I went to the hospital at

‘first. 1 stayed there for ten hours.

Then somebody brought word that the

Carpathia’s wireless operator was ‘getting queer’ from the work.

“They asked me if I could go up and help.
my feet were broken or something, 1 don't know what.

crutches with somebody helping me.

"l took the key and I never left the wirelegs cabin after that.

meals were brought to us.

1 could not walk. Both
I went up on

Our

We kept the wireless working all the time.
The navy operators were a great nuisance.

I advise them all to learn

the Continental Morse and learn to speed up in It if they ever expect to

be worth their salt.
a8 slow as Christmas coming.

The Chester's man thought he knew it, but he was

WORKED ALL THE TIME.

“"We worked all the time Nothing
Wwent wrong. Bometimes the Carpathia
man sent and sometimes I sent. There
was a bed In the wireless cabin. 1
could sit on it and rest my feet while
sending sometimes,

"To begin at the beginning, I Jolned
the Titanlc at Belfast. I was born at
Nunhead, England, twenty-two years
Ago, and joined the Marcon| forces last
July. I first worked on the Hoverford,
and then on the Lusitania. I joined the
Titanlc at Belfast.'

Asleep When Crash Came.

“I dldn't have much to do aboard the
Titanic except to relleve Phillips from
midnight untll some time in the morn-
ing, when he showld be through sleep-
ing. On the night of the accldent, i
wag not sending, but was asleep. I was
due to be up and relleve Philllps earller
than usual. And that reminds me--if
it hadn’'t been for a lucky thing, we
never could have sent any call for help,

The lucky thing was that the wireless
broke down early enough for us to fix
it before the accldent. We noticed
something wrong on Sunday, and Phl-
Ups and 1 worked seven hours to find
it. We found a “secretary’ burned out,
at last, and repalred it just a few hours
before the lceberg was struck,

“Poilllps sald to me as he took the
night shift, ‘You turn In, boy, and Bet
Some sleep, and go up as soon As You
can and give me a chance. I'm all done
for with this work of making repalrs.'

“There were three rooms In the wire-
less cabin. One was a sleeping room,
one a dynamo rbom, and one an ope-
rating room. I took off my clothes and
went tu sleep In bed. Then 1 was con-
sclous of waking up and hearing Fhil-
lips sending to Cape Race. 1 read what
he was sending. It was traffic matter,

I rememrbered how tired he was,
and 1 got out of bed without my
cluthex on to relleve him. 1 Jidn't
even feel the shock, hardly knew
it hud happened after the captain had
eom« to us. There was no jol what-

aver.
Told to Rest.

"1 was standing by Phillips telling
him to go to bed when the captain put
his head in the cablu.

"We've slruck an lceberg,'" the cap-
taln sall, “and I'm having an inspec-
tlon mude to tell what it has done for
ve. You better get ready to uend out
& call for assistance, But don't send
it uniil I tell you.,”

"The cuptain went away und In ten
minutes, 1 should estimate the timeo,
he came back, We conld heir a ter-
tihle confusion outside, but there was
nut the least thing to Indicate thut
there was any trouble. The wireless
war working perfectly,

“UBand the call for assistance,’
dered the captain, barely putting
nead In the <door.

Wit emll should I send?
nsked,

“*The regulation
for__nr-lp Just that.’

“Thnen the captain was gone. Phillips
Legan to send 2 Q. D.' He flashed
eway At 1t and we foked while he Jid
llr)t All of us made Mght of the dls-
uster,

or-
his

Fhillips

Interrational call

Joked at Distress Call,

"We joked that way while he flash-
ed glgnuls for about five minutes. Then
the captaln came back

"*What are you sending? he asked.

“'C. Q. D' Phillips replied.

“The humor of the situation appealed
to me. 1 cut In with a little remark
that made us all laugh, including the
captaln,

‘Bend 'S, 0. 8.," I sald. It's the new
call, and it may be your last chance to
send It

Phillips with a laugh changed the sig-
nal te 8. O, " The Captsin told us
we had been struck amidships. It was
ten minutes, Phillips told me, nfter he
had noticed the |ceberg, that the slight
olt that was the colllston's only slg-
nal to us occurred We thought we
were 4 good distunce away

“We sild lots of funny things to
each other (n the next few minutes, We
“leked up first the steamship Frank-
furd We galve her our positlon and
Fakd we had struck and iceberg and
necded assistance. The Frankfurd op-
€rutor went away to tell his Captain.

"“"He cume back, und we told him we
were ginking by the head. By that time
we could observe a distinet list for-
ward

“The Carpathla answered our signal,
We told her our position and eald we
were sinking by the head, The operator
went to tell the captain, and In five
minutes returned and told us that the
captnin of the Carpathla was putting
adout &.0d heading for us,

Great Scramble On Deck.

“Our captaln had left us at this time,
and Phillips told me to run and tell him
what the Carpathia had answered. 1
did so, and I went through an awful

‘ mass of people to his cabin, The decks
werg full of scrambling men wnd wom-

e?‘ “I saw no fighting, but I heard tell
[ .

“1 came back and heard Phillips give
Ing the Carpathin fuller directions.
Fhilllps told me to put on my clothes.
Untll that moment I forgot that 1 was
not dressed.

“I went to my cabin and dressed. I
brought an overcoat _to Phillips, It
was very cold. 1 slijffied the overcoat
upon him while he worked.

“Hvery few minutes Phllllrl would
gand me to the captaln with little mes-
sages. They were merely telling how
the Carpathia was coming our way and
gave her speed.

“I noticed as I came back from wone
trip that they were putting off wom-
en and children in lifeboats. 1 no-
ticed thgt the list forward was in-
creasing.

"Pl‘l”lf])l told me the wireless was
growln{z weaker. The captain came
and told us our engine rooms were
taking water and that the dynamos
might not last much longer, e sent
that word to the Carpathia.

“I went out on deck and looked
around. The water was pretty close
up to the hoat deck. There was a

reat scramble aft, and how oor

"hilllps worked through It I dor't
know

“He was a brave man. I learned to
love him that night and I suddenly
felt for him a great reverence lo see
him standing there sticking to his
work whileg everybody else was rag-
Ing about. I will never llve to forget
the work of Phillips for the last
awful fifteen minutes.

Got Out Life Belt,
“I thought It was about time to
look about and see If there was any-
thing detached that would float. I

remembered that every member of the
crew had a speclal life belt and
ought to know where it was. 1 re-
membered mine was under my bunk.
I went and got it. Then I thought
how cold the water was.

“I remembered | had some boots and
I put those on, and an extra jacket, and
I put that on. I saw Philllps standing
cut there still sending away, glving the
Salrpnlhls detalls of just how we were

oing,

"“-‘n picked up the Olymple and told
her we were sinking by the head and
were about all down. As Phillips was
sending the message I strapped his life
belt to his back. 1 had already put on
his overcoat,

“I wondered {f I could get him into
his boots. He sugrested, with a sort of
laugh, that [ look out and see If all the

sople wera off In the boats, or If any

atls were left, or how things were,

"l raw a collapsible boat near a fun-
nel and went over to it. "Twelve men
were tryving to boost it down to the
boat deck. They were having an awful
time. It was the last boat left. I
looked at it longingly & few minutes.
Then I gave them & hand, and over she
went. They all started to scramble in
on the boat deck, and I walked back
to Philllps. 1 sald the Ilast raft had
EOone.

“Then came the caplain's volce:
‘Men, you have done your full duty.
You can do no more. Abandon your
cabln. Now It's every man for himself,
You look out for yourselves. [ release
yYou. That's the way of {t at this kind
of & time. Every man for himself.'

"I looked out. The boat deck was
awash, Fhillips clung on, sending and
sending. He c¢lung on for about ten
minutes or maybhe fifteen minutes afler
the captaln had released him. The
water was then coming into our cabin.

“While he worked something hap-
I!rned I hate to tell about. ‘1 was buck
n my room getting Phillips’ money for
him, and as 1 looked out the door [
a #toker, or somebody from Ibelow
decks, leaning
hind. He was too busy to notlce what
the man was doing. The man was slip-
ping the life belt off Phiilips' back.

"“He was & blg man, too. As ¥ou can
see, 1 am very small. I don't know
what it was 1 got hold of. I remems-
bered in a flash the way Phillips had
clung on—how I had to fix that life

helt In place because he was too busy

to do it,

“I knew that man from below decks
ndad his own life belt and should have
known where to get It

1 suddenly felt a passion not to let
that man dle a decent
I wished he might have stretched rope
or walked a plank. 1 dld my duty. -1
hope 1 finlshed him. I don’t know. We
left him on the cabin floor of the wire-
less room, and he was not moving.

Band Plays In Ragtime.

“From aft camg the tunes of the
band It was & rag-time tune. I
don't know what. Then there was
‘Autumn.’ Phillips ran aft and that
waa the last I ever saw of him.

“l went to the place ! had seen
the coullapsible boat on the boat deck,
and to my surprise 1 saw the boat
and the men still tryilng to push |t
off. I guess thore wasn't a sallor in
the crowd, They ecouldn't do it. [
went up to themn and was just lending
@ hand when a large Wwave came
awash of the deck,

“The blg wave carried the boat off.
I had hold of an oarlock and I went
off with It The next I knew 1 was
in the beoat

“But that was not all. I was in the

Maw |

over Phlllips from be-/

sallor's death. |

'COMPANIES CHANGE

Wil -‘:_§'| ra

THE WASHINGTON TIMES. FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1912,

boat and the boat was upside down
and I was under It. And | remember
realizing I was wet through, and that
whatever hapdened I must not breathe
for 1 was under water,

“I knew I had 1o fight for It and I
dia. ow I got out from under the
boat 1 do not know, but I felt &
breath of alr at last.

“There were men all around me—
hundreds of them, The sta was dot-
ted with them, all depending on thelr
life beltd 1 felt I simply had to get
away from the ship. She was a beau-
tiful sight then.,”

“Bmoke and sparks were rushing out
of her funnel. There must have been
an explosion, but we had heard none.
We only saw the blg stream of .,
the gship was gradusily turning on
ber nose—just like a duck does that :ou
down for a dive. T had only one thing
on my mind—to get away from the
suction. The band was stil aying. I
Euess all of the hand went Jown.

“They were plaring ‘Autumn’ then.
I swam with all my might. I suppose
I was 150 feet away when the Titanic,
on  her nose, with her after-quarter
stlcking siralght up In the alr, began
to mettlc—slowly. ’

"When nt last the waves washed over
her rudder there wasn't the least bit
of suctlon I could feel. 8he must
have kept golng just so slowly as she
had been,

Spoke German Boat.

“1 forgot to ment'on that, besides
the Olymple and Carpathin, we spoke
some German boat, 1 don't know which,
and told them how we were. We also
spoke the Baltie, I remembered those
things as 1 began to figure what ships
would ba coming toward us,

“I felt, after a little while, like sink-
ing. 1 was very cold. ] saw a boat of
som® kind near me and put all my
Btrength Into an effort to swim to It
It was hard work. | was all dane
when a hand reached out from the boat
and pulled me aboard. It was our same
collapsible. The same crowd was on |t

"“There was just room for me to roll
on the edge. 1 lay there not caring
what happened. BSomebody sat on my
legn, They wore wedged In between
slats nnd were belng wrenched, [ had
not the heart left to ask the man to
move, It wus a terrible sight all around
—~—men swimming and sinking,

“1 lay where I was, letting the man
wrench my feet out of shape. Others
came near., Nobody gave them a hand,
The bhottom-up-boat alrendy had more
men that it would hold and it was sink-
ing.

“At first the larger waves splashed
over my clothing. Then they began to
eplash over my head and I had to
breath when 1 could.

“Some splendid people saved us. Theay
had a right-slde-up boat, and It was
full to its capacity. Yet they came to
us and loaded us all into it. I saw
some lights off in the distance and knew
8 steam#hip was coming to our ald.

“I didn't care what happened. 1 just
Iny and gasped when I could and felt
the paln fn my feet. At liast the Car-
pathia was alongside and the pecgﬂv
were belng taken up a rope ladder. ur
boat drew near and one by one the
men were taken off of It

One Dead On the Raft.

man was dead 1 passed him
to the ladder, although my
terribly. The dead man
was Philllps. e had died on the raft
from exposure and cold, 1 guess. He
had been all In from work before the
wreck came, He stood his ground
untll the crisls had passed, and then
he had collapsed, I guess.

“But I hardly thought that then. I
didn’'t think much of anything. 1
tried the rope Indder. My feet palned
terribly, but I got to the top and felt
hands reaching out to me. The next
1 knew a woman was leaning over me
in a cabln and I felt her hand waving
back my bhalr and rubblng my face.

“I feit somebody at my feet and feit
the warmth of a jolt of liguor. Some-
body got me under the arms. Then I
was hustled down below to the hos-
pltal. That was early in the day, 1
guess, 1 lay in the hospital until near
night and they told me the Carpathia's
wireless man was getting ‘‘queer” and
would I help.

“After that I never wns cut of the
wireleas room, wo [ don't know whilt
happened among the passergers. [ saw
nothing of Mis, Astor ¢r any of them,
I just worked wireless, The splutter
never dled down, 1 knew it soothed
the hurt and felt like a tle to the world
of friends and home. -

“How could T then take news queries?
Sfometimes T 1ot 9 newprpaper Lsk a
quention and get o long string of stuff
asking for full partlcolars about every-
thine. Whenever T gtartsd to take such
a message [ thought of the poor people
widting for their m;-n-*ma to go—hop-
| or answers to them
n'l‘at';m off the Inquirers and sent my
personal messages. Apd 1 feel I did
the whits thing.

St the Chester had had a decent
operator [ coull hiave worked with
him longer, but he got {erribly on my
rerves with kis insufferable incompea-
tetice, i was still sending my peraonal
messages when Mr, Marcon|{ &nd the
Times reporter arrived to agk that I

epare this statsmeant,
vrs here were, maybe, 100 left. T would
like to send them all, because [ could
rest easler If I knew all those messages
had gone to the friends walting for
them. But an ambulance man 15 walt-
ing with a stretcher, and I guess I
have got to go with him. 1 hope my
legs get better soon,

“The way the band kept playing was
g noble thing. 1 heard it first while
still we were working wireless, when
there was a4 ragtime tune for us, and
the last T saw of the band, when T was
floating out in the sea with my lifa belt
on, it was stlll on deck playing ‘Au-
tumn." How they ever did it 1 cannot

Imagine.

"'ﬁial and the way Phillips kept send-
ing after the captaln told him his life
was his own, and to look out for him-
self, are two things that stand out In
my mipd over all the rest.”

"One
and went
feet palned

DECLARES WOMAN

Mrs. Cardeza, of Philadelphia,

Tells of Her Experience
In Wreck.

NEW YORK. April 19.—Among the
survivors were Mrs. J. R. Cardezd, her
won ‘Thomis, nnl mald, Annle WwWard, all
of Philadelphia,

Ve vrushed Into the fceterg.” sald
Mrs. Cardeza, “at about 12 o'vlock &t
night, 1t ja all now llke an awful
dream. 1 cannot bear to recall (. [
.t“n unly thank God that fatle was kind
£ 1IN

“With the sinking of the Titanie there
were all kinds of terrible reports, among
which was that Captaln 8mith. when
he wos pushed abunrd o 1lfe raft, dove
fhime the deap rather than ruffer the
n-arher's shume of helng eaved.

“Four died, 1T underdtood, In the life-
boats before we wore pleked up. The
terrible cold killed them.'

ROUTES TO EUROPE

As a result of the disastar to the Ti-
tanie and the unuesual i{ce conditions
prevalling In the North Atlantie, the
trans-Atlantic steamship lnes have
agread to cross longitude 47 degrees in
latitude 40 degrees 10 minutes, weast
bound beginning today; and in longitudes
4T degrees, lutitude 41 degrees, west
bound, beginning April 25,

The routeg designated are 200 miles
to the south of the usual steamer lanes
on the southern course followed at this
time of year.

Notice of the change and the agree-
ment hae been sent broadcast in the
lntest bulletin of the United Blates Hy-
drographic office.

|

The experiences of Mr. MAKE-IT-RIGHT will appear in the columns of THE WASHNGTON P
oneesmmmen| 7/MES. Don’t miss reading a one of them. They are interesting—and you can profit by them.

iab?veg_nm

it be satisfied!

¢¢] HAVE written that lina—<You Abcve All

« % Must Be Satisiied’—till my arm hangs limp,
at my side with fatigue, | have uttered those
words so many times that my voice is hoarse.

““And all to emphasize the fact that at Ber-
berich’s you get your money’'s worth every time
yo1 buy a pair of shoes—for | stand ready to
give you a square deal at all times,

“In addition to this guarantee of satisfaction
| show you how to save a dollar and at the same
time shoe yourself with ons of the finest speci-
mens of men’s footwear made—

—Copyright, 191, by Hireet Rallway Adv.

O 2 3.50

The CRADDOCK Shoe
$3

.20

MR. MAKE-IT-RIGHT Tells How
You Save a Dollar Every Time
You Buy CRADDOCK Shoes

‘6THE way the CRADDOCK Shoe came to be

$3.50 instead of at least a dollar more was
like this. The manufacturers first determined upon
the price. Then they set themselves the task of
seeing how much leather quality, style and work-
manship they could give for $3.50 and still main-
tain a modest profit for themselves.

“Some day I'll tell you in detail just why the CRADDOCK
Shoe is just $3.50 when comparative values sell for at least a dollar
more all over the country. Right now, all you've got to do is to
look over our line of Craddock’s to know that you do save a dollar.

The unmistakable evidence stands outin every pair of CRADDOCK
Shoes—and is emphasized by the BERBERICH Guarantee.

Copyright,

1911, by Htreet
o,

Rallway Adv.
(All righte reserved).

“Come in gentlemen and join my ‘Lower-cost-of-living’ club.
It is the fastest growing, practical, economical institution in any city
in the.United States. When you come in and ask for the CRAD-
DOCK Shoe, that's your application for membership. When you
go out with a pair of CRADDOCK Shoes on your feet, you are a
full-fledged member and that dollar saved, which clinks in your
pocket, is your badge of membership.”

Rerbericks

Washington’s Largest and Most Progressive Shoe House. Established 1868.
soxs 1116-22 Seventh St. 813 Pa. Ave.

BRANCH
STORE




